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Aggregators and podcatchers:
There are several free and commercial 

RSS aggregators.  While many of the 

early aggregators were stand alone 

software products, today the trend 

seems to be web-based aggregators.  

Most of the large web portals such as 

Google and Yahoo! offer users 

personalized web-based RSS viewers.

Apple recently added subscription 

capabilities to its iTunes software.  

This created an explosion of both 

podcast subscriptions and in podcasts

themselves. By offering a search 

feature for registered podcasts, iTunes

is surpassing its predecessors such as 

iPodderX and Doppler that required 

the user to find RSS feeds manually.

definitions/descriptions

•blog – the current vernacular term for a weblog, 
or an online personal journal or diary that is 
generally chronologically organized.  

•podcast – a downloadable audio program that is 
intended to disseminate information on a topic, it 
comes out of the prominence of mp3 players such 
as the iPod

•RSS – Really Simple Syndication is a method for 
encapsulating and tagging information via XML 
for dissemination to compatible software 
solutions.  Most blog and podcast sites offer 
dissemination through RSS feeds

•location-shifting – ability to access media away 
from initial source or venue. While more 
traditional recorded media can be location-
shifted, new digital portable devices have added 
another dimension to location-shifting and time-
shifting information.

Really Simple Syndication: 
RSS (see definition below) offers a simple and direct method of connecting to 

internet information sources.  Creators who maintain an RSS feed provide a 

method for visitors to capture information from the website via an aggregator.  

An aggregator checks the subscribed feeds for updates automatically or 

manually offering near real-time updates of information from these internet 

sites.  

Technically speaking, an RSS feed is an XML document which describes a 

series of containers for entries.  There are a number of versions of RSS that 

have varied widely, with 2.0 being the most recent.  Atom is a similar 

syndication format, though it is not commonly used with podcasts.  Many free 

or OpenSource solutions offer automatic 

generation of RSS and ATOM feeds.  
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Legitimization of personal communication:
Since both blogs and podcasts are personal journals, either in text or audio 

form, there are questions that arise pertaining to the validity of the 

information they contain.  This has been discussed in the academic and news 

literature.  The general consensus is that these forms of media are important 

and offer a great deal of information that, while often opinion based and 

unfiltered, is available immediately and from the perspective of the 

individual(s) experiencing the event.  

As Peter Morville recently noted, the web is challenging “mass media with a 

media of the masses” (2005, Ambient Findability).  Articles from BBC news 

and others have pointed out the usefulness of blogs during technical releases

and conferences and even recent

devastating events such as the impact of

Hurricane Katrina.  

A few examples:
The majority of blogs and podcasts are related to technology since many of 

the people who are creating these are tech savvy.  Some of the most popular 

podcasts on iTunes currently are This Week in Tech (TWIT) which is hosted by 

former on-air personalities from The ScreenSavers, the Engadget podcast and 

blog, Science Friday, and podcast friendly versions of mainstream media.  

Other podcasts that are often popular are the Dawn and Drew Show, a 

midwest couple discussing random topics, and new music podcasts such as 

the Tartanpodcast and IndieFeed.  Technorati.com and blogsearch.google.com

offer users the chance to search blog tags for topics of interest.  
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